Preface 


The paper was written after many hours of prayer and 
study. Quite frankly, at. times 1 wondered how [ had 
gotten into the study, and I felt a little uncomfortable 
with what 1 was finding. It would have been much 
easier Lo just go along with what many otlters held and 
practiced. However, one is not permitted to go 
through Scripture and pick out only those parts with 
which he feels comfortable, while ignoring the rest (2 
Tim. 3:16). 


The paper is now published for several reasons. First, 
there is much coming inLo the Church (Assembly) 
which is not in accordance with Scripture. The 
“Women’s Lib" movement has had a major impact 
upon the Church and local assemblies. In addition 
“Christian” organizations, such as “Christians For 
Biblical Equality," arc vigorously encouraging women 
to take an active role in areas which the Scriptures 
either forbid, or assign specially to men. Well-known 
leaders arc involved in this organization and many 
intellectual arguments axe offered to support their 
views. This makes it appealing to a number of 
women, particularly those looking for justification to 
taking a leading role in the church. Unfortunately, the 
Scriptures arc often explained away for “cultural" rea¬ 
sons, or simply ignored based on human logic. One 
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example of ihis logic is their view that Paul’s teaching 
in 1 Timothy 2:12 prohibiting a woman from teaching 
“was directed only to women who wanted to domi¬ 
nate men* and not to women in general" 

Second* not only have women taken on roles which 
Eire not in harmony with God's Word* but men have 
also failed to take their rightful place in the home and 
in the local assembly. 

Lastly* after reading the paper one brother wrote, 
“The subject could not be more timely. The circum¬ 
stances through which the assemblies in most places 
arc going at the present could not demand it more. 
Under God 1 feel you owe the publication or this 
paper to the Lord’s people everywhere.’' (The empha¬ 
sis was his.) 

! fully realize that some will find the material difficult 
to accept. It is counter Lo so much that we have prac¬ 
ticed over the year's that it is natural to become defen 
sivc, I also know it goes against human logic and rea¬ 
soning. However* it is truly my earnest desire and 
prayer to be Biblical f not divisive. 


Stephen J. Hulshizer 
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Definition 


Be diligent to present yourself approved to 
God, a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

2 Timothy 2;15 


Throughout this book the term “authoritative teach¬ 
ing” will be used quite often. It is thus important that 
the reader have an understanding of what is meant by 
■"authoritative teaching of Scripture.” 

Authoritative teaching is when a teacher instructs oth¬ 
ers and “explains the meaning” of Scripture. It 
involves the “interpretation and explanation” of the 
Word of God. There is a teacher-student relationship 
in which the teacher speaks to the students with 
authority concerning the Scriptures. (Matt. 7:29) 
There is a “defining of doctrine.” Such teaching is of 
course not limited to a classroom or auditorium, but 
could also lake place through books, and other forms 
of communication. A commentary on Scripture Is a 
good example of authoritative teaching. 

It is helpful to note the difference between prophesy¬ 
ing and teaching. (This will be considered in more 
detail later.) To simply state that the Bible says that 
an “elder is to be the husband of one wife,” is not in 
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the strictest sense “authoritative teaching." S his is 
simply staring or prophesying what the Scripture says. 
To explain, define, or imply what “the husband of one 
wife" means is “authoritative teaching," There are 


many areas of Scripture which one could “tell” others 
about without “teaching authoritatively,” but the 
•moment one begins to “explain," “interpret,” or 
“define doctrine," he, or she, has crossed over the line 
into authoritative teaching. Another example that 
might help us see this difference is Eve's encounter 
with the serpent, h was not primarily the serpent's 
questioning of what God said that led to Iter being 
deceived, but rather his questioning of what God 
meaiit by wh a t Fie said, (Gen. 3:4- 5) 


We all know when we are in a leaching environment 
and are being taught tire Scriptures, as compared to 
when someone is just sharing a thought from the 
Word in order to comfort or encourage us. l or exam¬ 
ple, a missionary report is not authoritative teaching. 
Informing a group on how the New Age Movement is 
gaining entrance into public schools is not authorita¬ 
tive teaching. Encouraging men to love their wives, 
or instructing women on how to use their home for 
the Lord is also not the authoritative teaching of 
Scripture, Witnessing to Others is certainly not the 
authoritative teaching of Scripture, 

Having noted the difference between simply inform¬ 
ing others ol' what Scripture says, and explaining the 
meaning of Scripture to them, it should also be noted 
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that it would be extremely difficult for one to “teach” 
a group of people for any length of time without get¬ 
ting into the explanation of Scripture, or defining doc¬ 
trine, Therefore, in most teaching or preaching situa¬ 
tions* the “authoritative teaching” of Scripture- is 
usually involved. It would not be wise to assume that 
one can teach others what the Scriptures say, without 
getting into the need for the “explanation” of what the 
Scriptures mean. 

In summary, the “authoritative teaching” of Scripture 
involves not only telling others what Lhc Bible says, 
but explaining or interpreting what the Bible means 
by what it says. 


\ 
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Introduction 


I charge you before God and the I/mi Jesus 
Chris* and the eleci angels that yon observe 
these things without prejudice, doing noth¬ 
ing with partiality, 

1 Tim. 5:21 


We live in a world in which nothing is stable and 
where the pendulum swings continually from one 
extreme to another. Man, in Iris search for happiness 
has no firm foundation, and as such, is unable to find 
rest in Lhis great sea of confusion. Those of us who 
know God, through the person of Ilis Son Jesus 
Christ, have a firm foundation upon which we can 
rely. That is tine written Word of God (Matt. 7:24). 

It is the writer’s prayer that he will present the truth, 
without prejudice or partiality. He believes these two 
words arc intended to provide balance to Timothy's 
presentation and maintenance of the truth. Generally 
speaking, prejudice is that which may cause one to 
look negatively toward something, or someone, while 
partiality would look favorably toward something, or 
someone (Rom. 2:11, James 2: b 13). 

We live in a society in which there is great concern 
about bias, or prejudice, and the improper treatment 
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of individuals and groups which results from it. Many 
of these concerns are valid, and certainly as Christians 
we should examine our attitudes in these areas. 
However, many individuals and groups am not look¬ 
ing to eliminate bias, but rather to institute partiality, 
or favoritism, 

Satan lias cleverly attached these concerns to the 
“Women's Liberation Movement/' which on the sur¬ 
face at least appears to be a good cause. It's reported 
mission is to promote “women’s rights/ 5 We must 
remember that Satan does not always tell an absolute 
lie, but rather presents a half-truth, which is of course 
not “truth” at all. We ail need to realize the difference 
between rights and privileges* Life itself is a privi¬ 
lege, which were it not for the grace of God no man 
would have. Christ as the Creator of all things truly 
had rights to everything (John 1:1-3). In submission 
to llis Father's will He was willing to give them up in 
order that He might accomplish God's redemptive 
plan (Phil.2:5-8). Having completed this work He has 
been highly ex til ted and given a name which is above 
every name (Phil. 2:9-11). He has clearly demonstrat¬ 
ed that the way up is down. 

1 spent fifteen years in various management positions 
in industry and I can attest to the fact that in some 
ways women were discriminated against in terms of 
salary and job opportunities. This in no way implies 
that I agreed with the means by which they sought to 
improve this condition. Being exposed to much of the 
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movements’ written material, I can assure you that the 
beliefs of its leaders are totally anti-scriptural in the 
areas of marriage, sex, and the roles of men and 
women as God designed them. 

Yoli may have noted the use of the- word “role,” 
which 1 will continue to use along with the word 
“sphere,” in lieu of the word “place.” The word 
“place” has too much of a connotation of inferiority. 
We- speak of “putting someone in his place.” That is 
not the purpose of this study. Neither is it ihe primary 
purpose of this study to consider all aspects of the 
woman’s role in the home and in the assembly. These 
have been covered in many other fine books. 

The primary purpose of this book is to see what the 
Word of God teaches regarding the woman’s role in the 
authoritative teaching of Scripture, and in turn to 
encourage men and women to serve the Lord in the 
ministries He has sovereignly given to them (1 Cor. 
12:5; 18), 

Before going further it might be well for the reader to 
prayerfully consider the attitude of the Bereans (Acts 
17:10-12), There were three things for which they 
were commended. 

1. They received the word with all readiness of mind. 

2. They studied the Scriptures daily to see if things 
were true. 

3. They believed, and acted accordingly. 



The Overall Tone of Scripture 


Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is of any private interpretation, for 
prophecy never came by the will ol" main 
but holy men of God spoke as they were 
moved by the Holy Spirit. 

2 Pet. 1:20-21 


All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteous¬ 
ness. 

2 Tim. 3:16 


It is always helpful in the study of tiny topic to stand 
back and take an overall view of Scripture. Since all 
Script me has been inspired by the Holy Spirit it is cer¬ 
tainly logical to expect a continuity oi thought. God’s 
means of dealing with men may have changed from 
dispensation to dispensation, but basic principles and 
concepts never do. (Matt. 24:35). 

At. this point we could ask ourselves the obvious ques¬ 
tion, “Whai is the overall tone of Scripture in relation to 
the role of women in the authoritative teaching of the 
Word of God?” In contrast to the many men who were 
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used of the Holy Spirit to write Scriptures, there is no 
evidence that women were used to write any of the 
Scriptures. The Old Testament priests who lead in pub¬ 
lic worship were men. None of the Apostles were 
women. None of the predominant leaders in Israel were 
women. Deborah was a judge, but she did call upon 
Barak to lead in battle. Upon his failure a> lead, die 
honor of victory was given to a woman (Judges 4). In 
the God ordained worldly powers very lew kingdoms 
were ruled by women. Again in contrast to mcti, we 
find only a few prophetesses. In fact, there are almost 
as many false prophetesses mentioned in Scripture as 
there Lire godly ones (Ezek. 13:1-3, 9, 17-23). There is 
no evidence to suggest that those godly prophetesses, 
such as Anna (Lie 2:36-38) and Philip’s daughters (Acts 
21:9), functioned in a public leadership role. 

In Scripture we are informed that God sees only two 
races. The heads of these are men, Adam and Christ, 
All of mankind is looked upon as being “in Adam” 
(Rom. 5:12). All believers arc seen as “in Christ” 
(Eph, 1:3). God Himself is referred to as “He,” “the 
Father/ 3 and also as God the “Son/ 3 The Holy Spirit is 
also referred to as “He” throughout Scripture (John 
14:17), At a seminar on Equal Employment which 1 
attended, the individual doing the instruction suggested 
that we should stop referring to God as “he,” After the 
session I had the opportunity to quietly inform her that, 
while lie is not a man as 1 am, inspired Scripture does 
refer to Him as “He ” and thus we should also. When 
He chose to reveal Himself to us, He did so as a man. 
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Are we therefore saying that it is a “man's world,” 
and that the woman is insignificant in God’s plan? 
Not at all! While Adam was created first, all other 
men have come by way of the woman (1 Cor. 11:8- 
12). The Apostle Paul mentions several women who 
were of great, help to him in the ministry of rite Gospel 
(Phil. 4:3). Women worshipped and served the Lord 
faithfully during His life on earth. The wife certainly 
completes the husband, and thus neither is complete 
without the other. Behind every godly man there is 
quite often a godly woman who deserves much, if not 
most of the credit for his spiritual success. There 
must be no belittling of the woman, and the failure of 
Christian men to encourage wives by expressing 
appreciation for their vital role in society, the home, 
and the assembly may well be the reason for their 
frustrations and desire for recognition. 

It should be pointed out that men and women are 
absolutely equal in the state of sin, as well as in the 
plan of redemption. However, we are not dealing 
with the question of how men and women are made 
right with God* or their position before God in Christ 
(Gal, 3:28), but rather with the roles which God has 
designed for those who know Him, 

This quick glance at the overall tone of Scripture is 
intended To show that God, in His sovereignty, has 
ordained that the womans role, as important as it is, 
is not one of hade rs h ip , nor of a pub l i c n at are. 
Again, this docs not mean the woman is not impor- 
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cant. In the military, for example, there are usually 
four or five support personnel for every man on the 
front line. Do we assume that only the one on the 
front line of defense is important? The individual at 
the from could not function if it were not Tor the- sup¬ 
port personnel. 

The woman's role, in the home and in the assembly is 
one of support. This is in no way degrading. It 
should be noted that the Apostle Paul taught that the 
“members of the body which seem to be weaker are 
necessary; and those members of lEie body, which we 
deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abun¬ 
dant honor t and our unseemly members come to have 
more abundant seemliness” (J Cor. 12:22-23 NASB). 
in our physical bodies the most vital members, such 
as our heart, lungs, kidneys, etc., are unseen. Does 
this mean that they are not needed s or are of lesser 
value? No answer is necessary to such a foolish ques¬ 
tion. We often assume that the assembly rises, and 
fails with tiie men. In reality, a better barometer of 
the assembly’s spiritual condition may be the spiritual 
condition of the women. Certainly a malfunctioning 
heart is more serious than a sore arm. However, a 
heart does not lead, the head does, 

The Apostle Peter has very clearly stated the value 
that God places upon the woman who submissively 
lives in the sphere in which He has sovereignly placed 
her (1 Pet. 3:4). 
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“But let it be the hidden person of the heart, 
with the incorruptible ornament of a gentle 
and quiet spirit , which is very precious in 
the sight of God* 1 

There is no need for a woman to seek honor in the 
man's sphere. This is also true of the man entering 
i he woman's sphere. The woman that faithfully, and 
submissively carries out the role given to her T is pre¬ 
cious in the sight of God. To the world such a spirit is 
foolishness, because it considers the necessary duties 
that God has given to the woman to be demeaning and 
trivial. But what an encouragement to a godly sister 
to realize that tier work is just as pleasing to the Lord 
as that of some well known teacher of the Word, and 
maybe more so. 

However, we cannot but conclude that in Scripture 
men arc viewed as the responsible leaders, whether in 
creation, in the home, in Israel, or in the Assembly. 
Sorry to say , many men have failed in this responsibil¬ 
ity,. and have purposely, or unintentionally forced the 
woman into the forefront. 

As we proceed, keep in mind that we arc not dis¬ 
cussing the woman's intelligence, or her knowledge of 
Scripture. In many cases the women’s knowledge of 
the Scriptures may far exceed that of her husband, or 
even of those in local assembly oversight. No one 
questions this, and in fact, we should rejoice to see 
women who have gathered this knowledge through 
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careful study of God's Word, and who have received 
instruction in godly submission (1 Tim. 2:11). 

Neither are we questioning the woman's position in 
grace. She is truly equal with the man in her standing 
in grace* (Gal. 3:28) However, we must distinguish 
between our standing in grace t and the God-given 
roles in Ills order of government, (I Cor. 11:3) Many 
have confused the equal standing of men and women 
in grace with their different stations in government. 
litis failure to distinguish the difference between the 
two spheres of grace and government has led to con¬ 
fusion with regard to the roles of men and women are 
to carry out in die home and in the assembly. 
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Original Order 


And the Lord God said, “Il is not good that 
mail should be alone; 1 will make him a 
helper comparable to him.” 

Gen. 2:18 


Il ls mandatory that any study of this topic begin here. 
We must remember that the roles of the man and the 
woman were established in the beginning by the 
sovereign Creator. We, as finite creatures, are in no 
position to question llis design, nor should we want 
to* As professing Christians we certainly should be 
displaying these roles to a world which is determined 
to set them aside. 

It is til so important that we realize that this design is 
for His glory and our blessing. The woman was 
formed from the man in order to provide him with a 
suitable and needed helper (Gen. 2:18, 20). When we 
consider that she is a special design, and that man 
needed her, and is incomplete without her, we get 
some appreciation of the dignity that belongs to the 
woman. She is of such importance that a mail is to 
leave his parents and cleave to her only (Gen. 2:24). 
The Bible certainly honors mothers, wives, and 
women in general* The wife is used as the picture of 
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the Church, and Scripture certainly speaks well of the 
excellent wife in Proverbs 31. Husbands are told to 
devote themselves to their wives (Eph. 5:25, 28). 
Children am to honor, and obey her (Eph. 6:1-2; Prov. 
31:28). It also recognizes Iter intelligence, and enter¬ 
prising ability (Prov. 31:15-16, 24). 

It is interesting to note that there is little or no instruc¬ 
tion given in the Old Testament regarding submission 
of the wife to the husband. The AposLle Peter seems 
to indicate, that such instructions only became neces¬ 
sary after the misuse of Christian liberty. 

The world, with its humanistic views, has set this 
scriptural order aside in a great many areas of life. 
Many fed no responsibility to a higher authority, and 
as such, everyone does what is right in their own 
eyes. Sins today are called “victimless crimes” and 
arc excused on the basis that they hurt no one else. 
Men and women completely leave God, and their 
responsibility to Him, out of their thinking. May each 
of us always remember that God's established order is 
for man’s blessing. 

With a clear understanding that the roles of the man 
and of the woman are designed of God, let us first 
submit to His will for our lives, and then live in 
accordance with it (Rom. 12:1). 
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Prophecy and Teaching 


Now in the church that was at Antioch there 
were certain prophets and teachers;, Tl 

Acts 13:1 

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers... 

Eph. 4; 11 


From the above references we can make two immedi¬ 
ate observations. 

1. There are Biblical distinctions between prophets, 
evangelists, and teachers. 

2. The early New Testament church had these gil ts. 
Prophet and Prophetess 

In simple terms, the prophet, as divinely inspired, 
communicated the previously unknown will of God to 
His people, and on occasion revealed the future to 
them (2 Pet. 1:20-21), He was one who spoke on 
behalf of another. In the Bible this was usually for the 
Lord (Matt, 1:22), Christ was “the” Prophet in that 
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He- was God Himself revenled in the flesh (John 1:14- 
18), a tid spoke for Him (Heb. 1:1-2). John ihc Sap list 
certainly carried out this function as he announced the 
coming of the Messiah (John 1:23). The prophetess 
Anna was used to announce the Tact that He had come 
(Lk. 2:36-38). Mark and Luke would also be exam¬ 
ples of N r ew Testament prophets. 

Since the prophet was speaking to the people from the 
Lord (Judges 4:4-6), he was usually given a sign to 
confirm the message (Ex. 4:1-31; Acts 2:22). This of 
course led the Jews to seek signs (1 Con 1:22). We 
might say here that this was a proper activity, and not 
one for which we should belittle the Jew. Prophets 
were also given the ability to perform miracles (1 
Kings 17:17-24). 

There is one important thing to see about prophecy. 
Generally speaking, prophets and prophetesses were 
delivering messages from the. Lord (Deut. J8: / S), 
not interpreting or defending previously revealed 
truths. We see in 1 Peter 1:10-12 that they did nor 
always have a full understanding of all that they 
prophesied. We do not hear of prophets studying 
before their presentation of a message. This was not 
necessary since the message was given to them 
directly from God. 

Lastly, we see in I Cor. 13:8-10 that prophecy along 
with tongues and direct imp a nation of knowledge 
was to cease. Since all ill at is to be revealed has been 


revealed in die Scriptures there is no longer a need for 
this gift There is no new revelation from God 
through prophets today► He “has spoken” (finally) to 
us in His Son, the living Word, and through His writ¬ 
ten Word. 

We see in die book of Acts, about A.D. 33, that all 
spoke with tongues (Acts 2:4), In 1 Corinthians 
12:30, in approximately ATX 55, only some spoke in 
tongues: No mention is made of this gift in any book 
written after this date. Forty is the Biblical number 
for testing, or trial. I believe that it is possible that l>y 
ATX 70, after forty years of signs to Israel (A.D, 30- 
70), the sign gifts ceased altogether. With the 
Scriptures being complete by A.D, 6H, with the 
exception of John’s Gospel, his three Epistles, and the 
Revelation, prophecy may very well have ceased also 
(Rev. 1:3; 22:7). Regardless of when, we are sure 
they (tongues and prophecy in the sense of direct rev¬ 
elation from God) have ceased during the Church 
period, as we are far beyond the foundation stage of 
the church (Eph, 2; 19-20). 

Teacher 

In the period A.D. 64-66, when the Apostle Peter 
wrote his second Epistle, we see an interesting shift 
from prophets to teachers. 

But there were also false prophets among 

the people, even as there will be false teach- 


er$ among you, who will secretly bring in 
destructive heresies, even denying the Lord 
who bought them., 4 

2 Peter 2:1 


The Biblical view of a teacher is perhaps best con¬ 
veyed in John 3, where Nicodemus approaches the 
Lord. The teacher is looked to as an authority. He is 
one to whom individuals would come for explanation 
or interpretations. In the nation of Israel, individuals 
such as Gamaliel (Acts 5:34; 22:3) and Ni code rims 
(John 3:10) would be examples of teachers. We Lend 
to label anyone who speaks publicly, or tells us some¬ 
thing we never knew before, as a teacher. The 
Biblical use of this word is far more restrictive, and it 
is to this restricted meaning that I am referring when l 
speak of authoritative teaching. In the words of 
another, “Defining doctrine for the church” is what is 
in view. 

In tiie Scripture a teacher is a leader\ and one who 
speaks with authority (Matt. 7:29). The evangelist 
may tell individuals facts that they never heard 
before, but he is not necessarily a teacher or an 
authority on Scripture. If we had a question regarding 
interpretation, or some doctrinal issue, we would usu¬ 
ally go to a teacher, and not an evangelist. 

A teacher is one, who after study, explains that which 
was previously revealed (2 Tim. 2:15). We see this 
work performed by the Holy Spirit (without study of 
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course) in John 14:26. Many of the Old Testament 
prophecies are explained in the New Testament 
Epistles (Heb. 1, etc.). The sequence of prophecy, ful¬ 
fillment, anti explanation is common in Scripture. 
The Qid Testament prophets spoke of the coming 
Messiah. The Gospels tell of the event. The Epistles 
give us a full explanation of the results of His life, 
death, and resurrection. The baptism of the Holy 
Spirit would be another example. John the Baptist 
foretold it in the Gospels. Acts chapter two gives the 
account of its fulfillment, while the Epistle to the 
Cori nthia ns explai ns it (1 Cor. 12:13). 

One of the purposes of the teacher is to explain the 
Scriptures to the assembly in order to build it up in the 
truth as a defense against lit at which is false. There is 
no better defense against false teachers than the 
knowledge of the truth. The government spends a 
great deal of lime teaching law enforcement agents 
what a genuine dollar bill looks like. Little or no time 
is spent looking at all the counterfeits, since the 
knowledge of the genuine bills makes these easier to 
recognize. Similarly, when we know the truLli it 
becomes easier to recognize that which is false. Many 
of the New Testament Epistles were written to defend 
an individual, and/or an assembly from false teachers 
and their destructive heresies. Heresy is an opinion, 
or doctrine, which is at variance with an accepted 
truth. In Ephesians 4:11-15 we see this principle of 
building up for defensive purposes. 
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That we should no longer he children, 
tossed to and fro and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of 
men, in the cunning craftiness by which 
they lie in wait to deceive. 

Ilph. 4:14 


The function then of the New Testament pastor-teach¬ 
er is to feed and protect the Hock. It should be noted 
here that the word for “pastor' 1 is the same word used 
elsewhere for “shepherd/ 1 The Apostle Peter exhorts 
the elders to Eie shepherds of the flock of God (1 
Peter. 5:1,2). In Tims T9-11 we sec one of the func 
lions of the elder is that of protecting, or maintaining 
(he (ruth. 

Holding fast the faithful word as ho has 
been taught, that lie may be able, by sound 
doctrine, both to exhort and convict those 
who contradict. 

Titus 1:9 

When the Apostle Paul spoke to tEae elders at Ephesus 
for the last time he gave them the following directive. 

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all 
the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to shepherd ihc church 
of God which He purchased with His own- 
blood. For 1 know this, that after my depar¬ 
ture savage wolves will come in among 
you, not sparing (he flock. Also from 
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among yourselves men will rise up, speak¬ 
ing perverse things, to draw away the disci¬ 
ples after themselves* Therefore watch .., 

Acts 20:28-31 


With this brief background on prophets anti teachers, 
let us proceed to look at well known Scripture refer¬ 
ences which are at the heart of the topic under consid¬ 
eration* The following short distinction will be of 
help as we proceed. 

A prophet proclaimed, the teacher explains. 
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1 Corinthians 


But every woman who prays or prophesies 
with her head uncovered dishonors her 
head*,,. 

1 Cor 11:5 

Lcl your women keep silent in the churches, 
for they are not permitted to speak; but they 
are to be submissive* as the law also says. 
And if they want to learn something* let 
them ask their own husbands at home; for it 
is shameful for women to speak in church. 

1 Cor, 14:34-35 


Do these Scriptures contradict each other? Do they 
indicate that women were teaching the Scriptures? 
Do they give permission to women to speak publicly 
if their heads are covered? The, answer to all of these 
questions is* “No.” 

Some have used 1 Cor. 11:5 to teach that women can 
teach, and do so in public. However, as we fust saw 
in the previous chapter* prophesying and teaching arc 
different gilts and thus this verse cannot be taken to 
mean that the women spoken of in this reference were 
performing the New Testament gift of leaching. We 
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can also sec in 1 Cor, 11:29-30 that prophecy still 
existed in the assembly at Corinth, and that it involved 
direct revelation. 

The Scriptures do not give m the impression that the 
prophetesses worked in a public fashion, as did 
Samuel, Ezekiel, John the Baptist, etc, Luke 2:38 
does not imply that Anna held public meetings to 
declare the fact of the Lours coming, but rather she 
spoke to those with whom she came in contact. 
Likewise there is no indication that Philip’s daughters 
acted in a public fashion. It will be worth considering 
J. i I i.mter’s notes in tins regard. 

in support of women taking public pan the examples 
of Deborah and (he daughters of Philip the evangelist 
are often quoted. In noting the place Deborah held, it 
must he stressed Unit her judgeship was different from 
that of the male judges. Judges 2:18 brings before us 
three characteristics concerning judges: firstly, the lord 
raised thorn up; secondly. Sits presence was with them; 
thirdly, God delivered Israel out of the hand of their 
enemies all the days of the judge. Of Deborah, Judges 
4:4 says she judged Israel ’'at Jhat The previous 

verse (v.3) explains this expression. She judged Israel 
during the "twenty years he (Sisera) mightily oppressed 
the children of Israel/’ She judged during the time of 
bondage, whereas the male judges delivered Israel and 
ruled over them. V. 5 then informs us that the children 
of Israel came to her for judgment, thus availing them¬ 
selves of her knowledge, wisdom and discernment. 
When the lime came to deliver Israel, God used Barak 
in the public action and victory, although he was 
inspired by Deborah, Note also in Hob-11:32 it is Barak 
that is named. 
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As to the incident ol' Philip’s lour daughters (Acts 
21:8-14) all we are told in v.9 is that they were virgins 
and propheleases; no instance is recorded of them 
prophesying. When God wanted a message to be given 
to PeiiiI, who wels slaying in Philip’s home, He did not 
use any of Philip’s daughters, but sent Agabus Irom 
Judea to deliver iL Wherever Philip’s daughters may 
have prophesied, it could not have been in ihc public 
gatherings of the saints (see E Cor. 14;34). ] 

The main point to be seen is that 1 Cor. 11:5 speaks of 
women prophesying, noi of women teaching. We will 
see the importance of this distinction shortly. 

The subject of 1 Cor. 11:1-16 is “Headship.” Paul 
addresses headship order and how this order is 
demonstrated by men and women as they cover and 
uncover their heads. He then addresses the practice of 
that order in the assembly in 1 Cor, 14:34 35, where 
women are instructed to be silent in the assembly. 

The fact that he mentions women prophesying and 
praying while uncovered in v.5 in no way implies his 
approval of public speaking by the sisters if they were 
covered. If I were to say that it is wrong for you to 
speed through a stop sign, 1 am not stating that it is 
right for you to go through a stop sign if you do so at 
a slow speed. Paul simply said that for women to do 
these spiritual activities while uncovered is wrong. It 
was wrong for two reasons, but Paul addresses these 
reasons at different times. In chapter 11 he deals with 


I Hun tar, J. t What The Scripture Teaches* Ritchie, Scotland, pjjs. 124- 
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the principle of headship. He then waited, to address 
the second aspect of the error in chapter 14, that of 
“the public speaking of women in the assembly.” As 
a very logical individual and as an inspired writer, 
Paul dealt with one aspect of a problem at a time. He 
also did this in the 8th and 10th chapters of 1 
Corinthians In connection with eating meat offered to 
idols. In chapter eight Paul dealt with one aspect of 
the problem, and in chapter 10 he dealt with a differ¬ 
ent aspect of the same problem. The reader may 
study this on his own. 

Paul very methodically used it is own NT Apostolic 
authority, the OT Scripture in Genesis, and the reason¬ 
ing found in nature to leach the necessity for the 
woman to cover her head when the saints were gath¬ 
ered together for spiritual purposes. It was evidently 
being practiced by all other assemblies, and thus Paul 
emphatically declares that there is no other custom 
among the churches of God (1 Cor. 11:16). It might 
also be noted that Paul did not leave the assembly at 
Corinth “make up its own mind” on this matter, but uti¬ 
lized his apostolic authority to teach them thai they 
w r ere out of line, and needed to correct their practices. 
There was lo be no argument, Paul stales that neither 
the Apostles, nor the churches of God had such a cus¬ 
tom (man being covcied and woman being uncovered). 

'Ibe second reference (1 Cor 14:34-35) clearly indi¬ 
cates that the women’s role is not a public one. Some 
have implied that this refers to the fact that women 
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were “chattering" in the background. However, the 
context of the chapter does not support this view. In 
addition, the word “speak" in this reference is the 
same word used for “speaking" throughout the entire 
chapter. The word does not convey the thought of 
“chattering,” Note that the word for “keep silent” in 
v, 34 is the same word used regarding the prophets in 
v. 30, where it is translated “hold his peace.” (KJY) 
Certainly “speaking” is the activity considered in this 
text, not just “idle talk ” or “chattering," 


The Apostle even goes to the extent of staling that 
questions should be saved for the privacy of the 
home. Some feel that these questions were related to 
the everyday operation of the household, and thus 
were our of place in the assembly. The surrounding 
text just does not support such a view. Pan! is speak¬ 
ing of "learning" in relation to spiritual matters (v. 
35), and not domestic issues. 

Again the main point is that these portions of 
Scripture do not support the “authoritative teaching” 
of Scripture by women. The activities mentioned are 
prophesying and prayer. They do clearly teach that 
the woman's role is neither a public one, nor one of 
leadership. They also teach that when Christian 
women are publicly involved in spiritual activities 
they should cover their heads to demonstrate the 
headship order established by God. 



I Timothy 


Lei a woman leam in silence with all sub¬ 
mission. And I do not permit a woman to 
teach or to have authority over a man, but to 
be in silence. For Adam was formed first, 
then live. And Adam was not decieved, but 
the woman being deceived, fell into trans¬ 
gression, 

1 Timothy 2:11-14 


Before we discuss this key text it is imperative that we 
have an understanding of the setting in which it Is 
found. The theme of the Epistle can be found in chap¬ 
ter 3, verse 15* 

... 1 write so that you may know how you 
ought to conduct yourself in the house of 
God, which is the church of the living God, 
die pillar and ground of the truth. 

1 Time 3:15 

Paul is writing to Timothy concerning how one is to 
behave in the “household” of God, (It is translated 
“household” in the NASB, Amplified, and NiV ver¬ 
sions,) Tiiis certainly includes our behavior in the 
local assembly, and much more. The “house of God” 
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is not a building, or gathering, as one might th ink when 
reading the word “house” in the KJV, Paul is speaking 
of the godly behavior, or godliness, which should char¬ 
acterize Christians who are in the “household” of God, 
which is Hie Church. (1 Tim. 3:15 NASB) 

This same word is used in verses 4 and 5 of this same 
chapter with regard to the elder's rule of his “house.” 
It is not his physical house that is in view, but his 
household, or family. Those who are in the family of 
God are always in the household of God. The believ¬ 
ers are the household (Heb. 3:6, 1 Pet. 2:5). A son 
who is not present when the family gathers together Is 
Still a member of the household, and is expected to live 
in a way that does not bring shame upon the family. 

In the latter part of v. 15 Paul describes the Church as 
“the pillar and support of the truth.” MacDonald 
writing on tins portion indicates the function of the 
Church as the “pillar and ground of the truth.” 

The church is spoken of as the pillar and ground of the 
Until. A pillar was 110 L only to Support a structure, but 
oftentimes a pillar was set up in a public marketplace 
and noLiees were- posted on iL It was thus a proclaimed 
The church is the unit on earth which CkxJ hits chosen 
in proclaim and display His truth. It is also the ground 
of the truth. Here ground carries the thought of founda¬ 
tion or supporting structure. This pictures die church as 
dial which is entrusted with Ihe defense and support of 
the truth of God. 1 


I MacDonald, W., Believers Bible Commentary, (Wichita: A & O l-^e 
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The Church is to practice and protect the truth. 
Teaching is the means hy which the truth is taught to 
the Church, We would therefore expect to find an 
emphasis on teaching and maintaining the truth in 


Paul's letter to Timothy. The following 

chart coil” 

firms that this is so. 




Teaching 

Doctrine 
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Doctrine 
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Instruct 
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1:3 Strange doctrine 
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Guard what.,. 
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3:2 Able io teach 

4:5 Word of Cod 



4:11 P&scribc and teach 

4:6 Words of ihefkilh 
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4:6 Sound doctrine 



4:16 Your teaching 

6:1 Our doctrine 



5:7 Prescribe these,., 

6:3 Diffeient doctrii lc 



5:17 Preach, & leaching 

6:3 Doctrine conforming 



6:2 Teach and preach... 

6:5 ... of the troth 




6:17 Instruct those 

In I Timothy 2:12-14 the Apostle Paul states two 
restrictions placed upon the woman. As shown in the 
following outline, the first, which prohibits the 
woman from “teaching,” is based on the fact that the 
woman wan deceived in the garden. The second, 
which prohibits a woman from exercising authority 
over the man, is based on creation order. 






Restriction 1 - She is not to teach - v, 12a. 

Reason 1 - The woman's failure in the garden 
of Eden (v.14). The woman was 
“completely/ 5 or “fully" deceived, 
not so with Adam. Note that 
“order” is not the point here, but 
rather the woman's deception. 

Restriction 2- She is not to exercise authority 
over a man -■ v. 12h. 

Reason 2- Creation order (verse 13). Note the 
words “fust” and “then,” These are 
related to order. 

Many have combined the two restrictions into one, a 
woman is not to teach a man, for by so doing she 
would usurp authority over him. That, however, is not 
supported by the grammatical structure of rhe sen¬ 
tence, which in the original Greek reads as follows. 

But a woman to teach I do not allow, nor to 
exercise authority over a man, but to be in 
quietness. 

Interlinear Greek-English NT,, Berry 


Here we sec the emphasis placed correctly. There are 
two things forbidden—teaching and the exercising 
authority over a man. The first restriction against 
teaching is in relation to learning . She is to learn, not 
teach. It deals with her activity. The second prohibi- 


32 



tion is in relation to leading. This deals with her atti¬ 
tude. She is to be subject to God's order of headship, 
and not usurp authority over the man. (1 Cor. 11:3) 
She is “to learn in silence (activity) with all submis¬ 
sion” (attitude). (1 Tim. 2:11) 

As Allen points out, there is grammatical evidence to 
show that a correct translation of verse 12 would lie “I 
permit not a woman to be a teacher.” 2 3 ) Wuest men¬ 
tions the same grammatical support for the above 
translation, and then makes the following comment in 
relation Lo the passage. 

The kind of teacher Paul lias in mind is spoken of in 
Acts 13:2, l Corinthians 12:28-29, and Ephesians 
4:11, God-called, and God-equipped teachers, recog¬ 
nized by the Church ns those having authority in the 
Church in matters of doctrine and interpretation^ 

When one reads the above references noted by Wuest, 
one wonders what other kind of teachers there are. In 
this regard it is somewhat strange that he goes on to 
say the following concerning the prohibition of a 
woman being a “teacher.” 

"This prohibition of a woman to he a teacher does not 
include the leaching of classes of women, girls, or chil¬ 
dren in a Sunday School, for instance, but docs prohibit 
the woman from being a pastor, or a doctrine teacher in 


2 Allen, J., What i'he Scripture. Teaches, (ScwUhikI; Riithic, 19S2), pi;. 
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a school. It would not bo seemly, either. for a woman 
to leach a mixed class of adults* 1 * 

While lie gives no Biblical references or reasons for 
making hiy distinctions in the “kind” of teacher a 
woman may be, it is evident by his comments that 
he senses that a woman should not be authoritatively 
teaching doctrine in any setting. Certainly teaching 
a womens' Sunday School class or Bible study 
involves the authoritative teaching of doctrine, just 
as a school would. It would appear that custom has 
influenced his opinion, although he does recognize 
the prohibition given in the text under consideration* 

It is important to our understanding of this passage 
that we realize that the Scriptures do not speak of 
''Sunday School,” “womens’ Bible studies,” “semi¬ 
naries,” or other similar practices in which women 
are taught separate from the corporate assembly. 
These practices have been instituted by the church, 
and thus must not form the basis upon which we 
interpret this prohibition. It seems that many have 
clearly seen the prohibition against woman teachers, 
only Lo allow man's institutions and current practices 
to enter the picture and cause them to then make a 
list of exceptions. 

In other words, they have worked backwards in 
coming to their conclusion* Rather than adhering to 
the Scriptural prohibition against woman teachers in 
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the practices which the church has instituted, such 
ax , Sunday School, womens' Bible studies, seminar¬ 
ies, etc*, the church has used the practices it has 
instituted to conveniently limit the prohibition. The 
tail has wagged the dog l 

C, H, Mackintosh also supports the fact that women 
should not he “authoritative teachers” in his com¬ 
ments concerning the church being the pillar and 
ground of the truth. 

She (the woman) is to illustrate the proper place of (he 
church—subjection—mil teaching. The church does 
not teach—ought not to teach--.she is false ii' she does. 
“Stiffcrcsl that woman .Jezebel, which caUeth herself a 
prophetess, to teach, 11 (Rev, 2:20) This is the spiriL and 
genius of popery. To say that die church has power to 
decree, enact, or reach, is apostasy. The church is 
taught the Word of God. lSIic cs lu obey and be in sub¬ 
jection, She ought to be the pillar and ground of the 
truth—to hold anti maintain the truth, hut never teach. 
Such is the invariable teaching of the New Testament, 
as to the church of which the woman should be die 
Illustration. 5 

As stated, many would limit the first prohibition ol a 
woman teaching only to the teaching of men, by 
which she would exercise authority over them. 
However, we should note that a woman can “usurp 
authority over the man” even when he is not present. 
The presence of a man is not necessary for the woman 
to exercise authority over him , Suppose a woman, 


5 Mackintosh, C. H. r Short Papers, (Suubury; Believers Bookshelf), 
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without the knowledge of the assembly oversight, 
taught other sisters that women can be elders in the 
assembly. Did she not exercise authority over the 
oversight in their absence? Absolutely, and in the 
worse way, in that they are not even aware of it! Thus 
to simply separate women for the purpose of having a 
woman teach them, does not remove the possibility of 
her usurping authority over the man. In fact, it imro- 
ditces a situation where a woman could more easily 
usurp authority over the man without him having any 
knowledge of it! 

T he deception of Eve had nothing to do with a woman 
teaching in the presence of a man, bur rather her fail¬ 
ure to defend previously revealed truth . In Gen. 3:1-6 
we clearly see that Eve’s problem was with the protec¬ 
tion or maintenance of the truth. In the words of 
another, “the woman was deceived in the matter of 
doctrine/* The serpent, the “false teacher," altered the 
revealed Word of God, and she was deceived. As a 
result of this failure God here prohibits the woman 
from being a teacher of the Word of God, 

To say that this text implies only that a woman cannot 
teach men, but can teach other women, would be to 
imply that the deception of Eve has significance only 
when she is teaching men, hut is irrelevant when she 
is Leaching women. In other words we would he say¬ 
ing that live fact that the woman “was deceived in the 
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matter of doctrine” has no significance when she is 
teaching “doctrine” to other women. Clearly this is 
not the teaching of the Holy Spirit in this text. 

To think that the separation of men and women would 
enable women to teach, is to look at the question of 
authority only. It ignores the fact of the woman's 
deception, Note that the general term woman is used 
(1 Tim, 2:J4) to describe who was deceived. This 
shows the generic nature of the woman, and relates 
back to the first part of verse 12, “I do not allow a 
woman to teach,, 

J.N.D. Darby (Not to tie confused with IN. Darby) 
expresses this same idea when he writes concerning 
the prohibition and the deception of the woman. 

His (Paul's) point is that since Fve was so gullible a 
victim of the serpent's wiles, she clearly cannot be 
trusted to leach, 7 8 

Erdman conveys the same thought in his comments in 
regard to the woman's deception. 

In his act Adam was by no means morally superior to 
his wife, even it it granted that his mind was more clear; 
and ati that Paul intimates is that a woman, because of 
her greater trustfulness, is more easily misled into false 
beliefs and so is less qualified to Ek a public teacher of 
Christian truth, a 

We can now see the importance of differentiating 
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between prophecy and teaching. Eve's failure wav in 
interpreting and defending previously revealed truth 
(teacher). It wasn't that she failed to deliver a message 
from God (prophetess). Verse 14 states that she felI 
into transgression.’ 1 Hence, there must have been pre¬ 
viously defined law, for transgression is the overstep¬ 
ping of the law. Genesis 3:1-5, certainly indicates that 
God had spoken, and that Eve, acting on her own, 
attempted to defend the truth, and was deceived. 

Again, we cannot ignore the fact that this directive 
concerning the woman’s role in teaching is found in 
this epistle. The Holy Spirit specifically placed it in 
Paul’s letter to Timothy, which has “the teaching and 
maintenance of the truth” as one of its main themes. 
Notice also that it is found in a book which outlines 
ttie various roles which are to be carried out in the 
household of God. 


Before going further let me reemphasize a point. The 
issue here is not the woman’s knowledge of the 
Scriptures, which often may be greater than the 
man's. God is a God of order (l Cor. 14:33; 40), and 
He had established the man as the head of the woman 
(1 Cor. 11:3). Eve's failure was that she stepped out 
of God’s order of headship in the family. 

Let us also understand that the teacher is in a position 
of leadership (Matt.7:29). A shepherd leads the Hock. 
James, writing to those with a Jewish background, 
and who had great regard for teachers, warns them of 




the responsibility of taking such a position—“Be not 
many teachers" (James 3:1), Leadership is man’s 
responsibility, and as noted earlier, herein lies much of 
the problem. Men have failed to provide the needed 
leadership and teaching in many of the churches , ami 
many husbands have also failed to do so in their 
homes . The sheep arc starving, and women, some 
with very good intentions have stepped forward to 
meet the need. The men need to do more than just 
judge these women; they need to provide the starving 
sheep with the needed food, guidance, and protection. 

Shepherding isn't only feeding the sheep, but one 
must be able to face the direct attack, of savage wolves 
(Acts 20:28-31), and the subtle attack of a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing (Matt. 7:15). The shepherd must 
have the ability to distinguish between false doctrine 
and the truth. He also must not be deceived by the 
outward physical beauty of the one who brings false 
teaching (Gen, 3:1), even if he is marked by the bright 
and dazzling display of the angel of light (2 Cor. 
11:13-15). 


The defense of the flock becomes more difficult if the 
sheep have already been weakened by exposure to pri¬ 
vate instruction that is contrary to sound doctrine, ft 
would appear from Scripture that teaching should pri¬ 
marily take place in public, where it may be tested by 
all (Acts 17:10-12; 18:28; 20:20; Luke 19:47-48; 2 
Tim. 2:2). Most em>rs creep in subtly like a serpent, 
not openly as a savage wolf. 


39 





1 fully realize Lhat 1 am very closely relating the work 
of a shepherd to That of a teacher. I do not see how 
we can separate the two* when talking of spiritual 
leadership. One could be shepherding and not teach¬ 
ing, but 1 doubt if one could be teaching without shep¬ 
herding (leading) (Eph. 4:11). Certainly a woman ean 
assist greatly in an area of physical needs. Showing 
hospitality, visiting the sick and aged, sewing for mis¬ 
sionaries* etc.* are only a few ways. Encouraging 
another sister who is going through a trial or is back¬ 
slidden would not involve teaching, and would also 
be a proper ministry for a woman to engage in. 

Scripture does record several situations in which a 
woman apparently taught doctrine to a man. (Acts 
18:24-26; 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15) However* as in other 
cases, tire exception is not the rule. It is interesting to 
note that Scripture never records a situation where a 
woman authoritatively taught the Scriptures to other 
women in the absence of men. 

In the apparent absence of a believing father, 
TtmoLhy's grandmother and mother taught him the 
Scriptures (Acts 16:1). However* to the best of my 
knowledge* the Bible does not suggest* or encourage, 
the “deliberate” separation of men at id women for lire 
purpose of teaching. It seems we arc bent on dividing 
the flock while the Lord desires to see them gathered 
together. With the possible exception of babies* we 
do not divide our earthly family to feed its members 
separately* Neither do we deliberately separate the 
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father from the family so that the mother may teach 
the- children. Why then do so many insist on separate 
■gatherings for women for the purpose of leaching? 

For a group of women to be deliberately separated 
from men, so that a woman may authoritatively leach 
them doctrine is a replay of the garden of Eden, It is 
wrong for several reasons. First, it is contrary to the 
Scripture before us, Second, it may he a deliberate 
attempt to create a situation where men are absent, 
under the mistaken impression that a woman is then 
free to authoritatively teach the Scriptures. 

Such a meeting would also be public in nature. The 
fact that only women are present, does not mean it is 
not public. It might also be noted that books and cas¬ 
sette tapes are very public means of authoritatively 
teaching doctrine, and thus of leadership. A letter, or 
tape, from a father to his son to instruct him on certain 
matters is a definite expression of leadership. The 
New Testament is a collection of such letters. 

At firsL glance we may think that the great number of 
womens’ Bible classes being operated outside of the 
corporate gatherings of die local assembly Is a won¬ 
derful thing. However, the great number of womens’ 
Bible studies being held outside the local assembly, 
without any accountability to local assembly over¬ 
sight, is a potential avenue for error to enter into the 
assembly. This can not be stressed too strongly, for 
by the time the error is detected by assembly over- 
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sight it may have already spread to the point where it 
is almost impossible to correct. For example, modern 
ideas concerning the woman ’s role in the assembly 
have been fostered In some such gatherings, and have 
in turn caused much difficulty and division in the 
local assembly. 

Some might argue, “What about the blessings which 
have been experienced from being taught by a woman 
teacher.” While he is specifically addressing the sub¬ 
ject of “public preaching,” C, H_ Mackintosh's 
thoughts tire applicable to “teaching 44 as well. 

it will perhaps be said in reply, that God uses the 
preaching and praying of women, for the blessing of 
souls. Well, what docs this prove? The rightness of 
female preaching? No; but the sovereign goodness of 
God. When we argue from the fact of the divine bless¬ 
ing, what might we not be led to approve? God is 
sovereign, and may work where and by whom He 
pleases; we arc servants and must do what He tells us. 

In the time of die awakening in Ulster, in 1859, souls 
were sin idea in Roman Cadiollo chapels, in the pres¬ 
ence of the sacrifice of the mass. Does that prove [xrp- 
cry to be right? Nay, tL only proves God is good. To 
reason from results may lead us into the grossest error. 

Il ought to lie sufficient, for every one who bows to ihe 
authority of Scripture, to know that the Holy Spirit 
strictly commands the woman to keep silence, in public 
assembly. And truly wc may say, “Doth not even 
nature itself leach” the moral unfitness of a woman’s 
appearing in a pulpit or on a platform? 
Unquestionably. There are many and varied ways in 
which women can “labour in the gospel'' wilhout die 
unseemliness of public preaching. We are not told bow 
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“those women laboured" with the blessed apostle; but, 
most assuredly, it was not by speaking in public, 
(Emphasis added.) 

In conclusion, then dear friend, we would just express 
our ever deepening conviction tliat home is, pre-emi¬ 
nently, the woman's sphere. There she can move with 
moral grace and dignity. There she can shine whether 
as a wife, a mother, or a mistress, to the glory of Him 
who has called her to fill those holy relationships. 
There the most lovely traits of female character are 
developed—trails which are completely defaced when 
she abandons her home work and enters die domain of 
the public preacher. 

We believe it is plainly opposed to Scripture for a 
woman to speak in the Church, or to teach, or in any 
way, usurp authority over the man. But if there be a 
meeting of a private, social character, there is, in our 
judgment, an opening for the free communication of 
thought, provided always that the woman keep she place 
assigned her by the voice of nature and die Wor d of God. 

In summary, 1 Tim. 2:12-14 clearly teaches trial women 
are not to be “authoritative teachers” of the Word of 
God, and that this goes beyond just the teaching of men. 
This restriction is based on the deception of the woman 
in the garden of Eden (1 Tun. 2:14), and thus relates to 
all teaching of doctrine, regardless of whether men ate 
present or not. Site is also not to exercise authority over 
a man, whether in his presence or in his absence. This 
is due Lo order of creation (1 Tim. 2:13). 

Marty men do not have the gift of teaching. In this 
sense women arc no more limited than most men. 
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What is needed is for those men who are gifted in 
teaching to exercise their gift. Assemblies need to be 
sure that they utilize gifted brethren in the ministry of 
God’s Word. While one-man ministry is not the 
Biblical pattern, neither is every-man-ministry . 

We cun be fairly sure that if the Biblical roles of men 
arsd women were observed, movements such as 
Christian Science, Seventh Day Adventism, and neo- 
Pen tecostal ism, etc., would not be present today Tet 
us noL assume that error on a small scale is not dan¬ 
gerous, or that we are not capable of being deceived 
because of our Biblical knowledge. If that is the case, 
we are deceived. Most errors start with one individu¬ 
al, and not always with ignorant unbelievers. 

Before leaving this portion, let me just say a few 
words of encouragement to the sisters in Christ. In 
presenting the need to serve the Lord we often 
accentuate “ pub lie” service. On the other hand we 
put too little emphasis on the importance of the 
woman’s service for the Lord in the home and in 
other non-public ministries. It is very evident that 
men in the church have failed to fulfil their God- 
given responsibility of providing leadership in the 
church, which includes the teaching of God’s Word. 
This is clearly seen in the fact that the great majority 
of Sunday School teachers arc- women. Men have 
simply placed much of their responsibility on the 
women, and the women have responded by taking it 
upon themselves in addition to the great res pons i hi 1- 
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ity they already have in the home, and in other 
avenues of service* 

Unfortunately, today’s society has painted a false pic¬ 
ture of the woman’s' work in the home and in the 
church. It has described it as slavery, menial, degrad¬ 
ing, boring, and other such things. The Bible gives us 
a totally different picture. It puts great importance on 
tiie woman's service for the Lord in the home and in 
the church. The Spirit of God brings out this impor¬ 
tant truth in several passages of Scripture* (Prow 
31:10; Rom. 16:1-3; Phil. 4:3; 1 Tim. 2:15; 5:14-16; 
Titus 2:4-5). 

Dear sister, do not feel at all inferior, or like a second 
class saint because God has restricted you from this 
one area of service. First of all, understand very 
clearly that there is no greater work you can do for the 
I .ord than that which you do in your home. Too often 
sisters have left their homes with the good intention of 
serving the Lord, not knowing that they have left the 
greatest area of service available to them. Secondly, 
there h absolutely no need for you to seek a “public" 
place in your desire to serve the Lord. In fact, you 
may be losing your toward, rather than gaining one. 
In addition, you are often promoting the failure of the 
men by shouldering their responsibility. 

Perhaps the best thing you could do in your desire to 
serve the Lord is to refuse to take on the responsibility 
which God has given to the men. and to encourage 
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them to faithfully lake it on. This will do several 
things, li will keep you from seeking a role that God 
has not ordained for you. It will keep you in the 
sphere of service and blessing that He has ordained 
for you. It will also highlight ihe failure of the men, 
and will not promote their laziness and failure by 
doing their work for them. As noted in the preface of 
this book, one of the reasons it lias been written is lire 
failure of men to fulfil their God-given responsibili¬ 
ties. The sisters can help greatly by encouraging the 
men to be faithful in these responsibilities. This will 
do more to strengthen the church and the home than 
woman taking the man’s role and responsibility. 
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Titus 


The older women likewise* that they be rev¬ 
erent in behavior* not slanderers* nor given 
to much wine, teachers of good things—that 
they admonish the young women to love 
their husbands* to love their children* to be 
discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedi¬ 
ent to their own husbands* that the word of 
God may not be blasphemed, 

Titus 2:3-5 


The first thing to notice is that the text cannot contra¬ 
dict the previous one in 1 Timothy. Both arc inspired 
of the Holy Spirit, and in addition are written by the 
same author, and at approximately the same time. 
Therefore we must first examine the setting in which 
it is found. 

A main theme in Titus is “godliness” (IT). One easy- 
to-remember outline is the following. 

Chapter i - Godliness in the assembly (elders) 
Chapter 2 - Godliness In the home (examples) 
Chapter 3 - Godliness in the world (evidence) 
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Godliness is “Goddike-ness.’ 1 it is related to behavior 
in the three spheres in which every child of God 
walks—the assembly, the home, and the world. We 
are to honor Him, not only with our Ups, but more 
importantly, by our lives. (Mart. 15:8) 

In chapter one, Paul reminds Titus that he was left in 
Crete to put things in order hi the assembly (1:5). A 
disorderly assembly cannot be an effective witness for 
the God of order. The elder's pan in maintaining this 
order is given in this chapter. 

!n chapter two, Paul outlines the actions of men, 
women, and bondslaves which are fitting for, or sup¬ 
port, sound doctrine. Older men and women are to be 
examples to the younger ones (2:7-8). “A picture is 
worth a thousand words.” Note that Paul is primarily 
discussing the support of the truth. 

In I his setting Paul states that older women are to 
instruct the younger women in (he practical affairs of 
the Christian life. This does not provide a basis for a 
woman (older or younger) to teach older women. 
These practical displays of godliness, which are to be 
taught to the younger women, are necessary so that 
the Word of God is not dishonored. The thought of 
deception, or false teachers is not being discussed 
here. Here it is the behavior that supports or comple¬ 
ments the truth (doctrine, 2:1). It is in contrast to the 
behavior displayed by the false teachers, not their 
doctrine (1:16). 



“Teaching what is good" (2:3) refers to those moral 
principles which are necessary for a godly life. It is in 
contrast to the destructive message which malicious 
gossips spread, and to the behavior of those enslaved 
by much wine. Note the first word “that” in verse 4. 
This is a “purpose word.” The older women are not to 
spread destructive gossip, or exhibit a lack of self con¬ 
trol t so that* or in order that T they may encourage 
younger women in those areas that follow. How could 
an older woman known to destroy others by malicious 
gossip, lacking sell control, and displaying immoral 
conduct, be accepted into a home to encourage a 
younger sister in the areas noted in verses 4 and 5? A 
younger sister would have every right to fear such a 
one, and certainly doubt her sincerity and intentions. 

Older sisters certainly have a place in teaching the 
younger sisters in these areas of life. Note that expla¬ 
nation , or interpretation, is not a factor in these areas. 
She is to protect them from inexperience and youthful 
lusts (2 Tim. 2:22). This is to be primarily by exam¬ 
ple and encouragement. It is very encouraging to see 
another believer carry out Biblical principles in his or 
her life, particularly during difficult times. How often 
could an older sister verbally “teach” a younger sister 
to love her husband? What is required is a living 
example over a period of time. 

The fact that this instruction is to older men and 
women (Titus 2:2,3) places the emphasis on wisdom 
more than knowledge. One would also assume, based 
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on other Biblical principles, such as those applied to 
elders in Titus 1:6, that the older women spoken of 
here would have experience in these areas. Normally 
an unmarried woman without children would not 
carry out this function. It might also be noted that the 
English words “women’- and “wife” are the same 
word in the Greek language. T he translators normal¬ 
ly used the English word which best fits the text. 
There is no doubt that the younger women spoken of 
here are wives. This can be seen from the fact that 
ihey are instructed to love their husbands and their 
children. The thought seems to be that the older 
wives are to teach the younger wives in these practical 
areas of life and the home. 

As with an elder, we also see the local aspect of this 
function. Certainly in the age in which we live, with 
all its means of communication, the local sphere is 
larger than in the days in which this letter was written. 
However, elders are not elders everywhere they trav¬ 
el, Only in their local assembly would they be recog¬ 
nized as such. Admittedly, a teacher could be a teach¬ 
er wherever he goes, but a shepherd should know the 
sheep, and this only conies from being around them. 
Since the older sister’s behavior is. a key ingredient in 
her teaching of the younger sister, she would need to 
be visible to the younger sister, and be known by her 
in order to effectively encourage her in these practical 
areas of life (vs. 3, 7), This text does not suggest, or 
support the idea of bringing in women teachers who 
have little or no knowledge of those who are to be 
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taught, and who in turn know little of the sister doing 
the teaching. The text is speaking of life in the local 
assembly and community. 

In the light of the warning in James 3:1, “...let not 
many of you become teachersd’ the very gene ml 
instruction in this text to all older women to be teach¬ 
ers is proof that the teaching of doctrine, or as we 
sometimes call it “the expounding of Scripture ” is not 
in view here in Titus chapter 2, 

What is in view is the one-on-one reinforcing of the 
doctrine taught to the- assembly. Certainly it would be 
improper, for obvious reasons, for a man to visit the 
wives of other men during the absence of their hus¬ 
bands, What j s needed is for the older wives to train 
the younger ones in the every day operation of the 
home, and to encourage them in the areas mentioned 
in the text. More and more young women arc pre¬ 
pared for the business world, and receive little or no 
training in the operation of the home. In many cases 
this has had very drastic effects on the marriage. 
None of these ministries to the younger sisters would 
require the authoritative teaching of Scriptures. 

Some contend that there are certain truths which can 
only be taught to a woman by another woman. If this 
is truly the case, why were these truths riot conveyed 
to us by a woman in the original writing of Scripture? 
The truths of submission, love of husbands, roles in 
the family, etc., are found in the Word of God and 
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tlius can be laught by men to men and women. What 
n man usually cannot do, is go into the home and 
apply such truths to every day problems* Women 
may understand each other’s problems better, and 
thus encourage and exhort one another more effec¬ 
tively; however, this is not the authoritative teaching 
of the basic doctrine. That can be accomplished very 
effectively by a man. 

Older men are also to be examples to the younger 
men (2:2,6). This does not suggest a separate meeting 
for men only for the purposes of teaching Scripture* 
Again the primary thought is that of living example, 
which complements the truth. 


In a world where the demise of the family structure is 
near, a Christian woman has no more effective means 
of manifesting the Lordship of Jesus Christ than to 
live godly within the sphere established for her by 
tied. Every woman should be encouraged to realize 
that a godly, obedient life, lived in her God-given 
sphere, is just as honoring to Him, and can be used of 
1 Jim just as much as the public ministry of the teach¬ 
er, and perhaps more. T believe that is what is implied 
in verse 5, by the concern expressed over dishonoring 
the Word of God. 11 gifted men are presenting and 
defending the truth, but the men and women in the 
Church are not living it, of what value is it? 

Today there is a great movement away from the home 
by many mothers* l am not saying that the woman is 
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imprisoned in the home, bin that the home is her pri¬ 
mary sphere of responsibility* Whether it is the 
increasing mental pressure created by more free time, 
due to smaller families and modern conveniences, or 
for financial gain, 1 am not sure. Proverbs 31 does 
indicate that a woman may supplement the family 
income, if need be, but primarily by activities that do 
not take her away from her role in the home. 1 realize 
that the economy of Solomon’s day was more geared 
to home employment than is ours. This therefore 
requires great wisdom from above (James 1:5). Let 
husbands and wives examine their hearts in these 
areas. We might also say that in the moral environ¬ 
ment in which we live there is a risk for any woman to 
leave the protection of the home to enter the work 
force* Some men have gained extra income for a 
short period, but lost their wife when they sent her out 
into the work world. 
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Conclusion 


1 charge you therefore before God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living 
and the dead at His appearing and His king¬ 
dom: Preach the word! Re ready in season 
and out of season. Convince, rebuke, 
exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 
For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but according to 
their own desires, because they have itching 
ears, they will heap up for themselves 
teachers; and they will turn their ears away 
from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 

2 Tun. 4:1-4 


The above verses apply so well to the day in which 
we- live. Obviously this discussion is not one that will 
tickle too many ears. This was not written to do so, 
We fully realize that those who do not want to hear 
teaching on this subject will pay no attention to it. 
We do not expect or request every reader to instantly 
change his or her view. It was written with tire prayer 
that each reader will receive it with all readiness of 
mind, and then search the Scriptures to see if these 
things be so. 
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In summary, under normal circumstances* in the 
household of God a woman is not to take the position 
of an authoritative teacher, either in the presence or 
absence of the man (1 Tim* 2:12a). 

The restriction placed upon women with regard to 
authoritative teaching is a direct result of the 
woman’s deception in the garden of Eden, and her 
failure to defend the previously revealed wilt of God 
(1 Tim. 2:14), 

The deliberate separation of women from men in 
order that a woman may authoritatively teach, or 
expound the Word is not suggested, supported, or 
encouraged in Scripture. 

The man is the type of Christ, who is the Head of the 
Body* the Assembly (Col. 1:18; Eph, 1:22; 1 Cor. 
11:3). As such the man is to lead* and to present and 
defend the truth of Scripture (1 Tim. 2:12; Titus 1:9). 
The woman is a type of the Assembly (Church), Christ’s 
body anti bride, which is to be subject to, and comple¬ 
ment its Head (Eph, 5:24; 1 Cor. 11:3; Eph, 1:23). It 
would be unscriptural for the body to act as the Head, or 
for the body to act independently of the Head. So too it 
would l>e unscriptural for women to lead in the church 
or to act independently of its leadership. 

Headship deals with order* not superiority, Hie head 
of Christ is God. The head of the woman is the man* 
but this certainly does not mean that a woman is inl'e- 



rior to the man, who is her head. It is a question of 
order. Where there are two equals there must be an 
order established, or chaos results. If Christ did not 
take His role tinder God the redemptive plan would 
not have been accomplished. 

The Scripture records circumstances where a woman 
did teach in the “legitimate” absence of a saved 
father (Acts 16:1; 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15), and in a private 
se tting wi th her bus band (Ac t s 18:18-21). However, 
these exceptions are not to be taken as the general 
rule stated in I Tim. 2:12. 

There is a sphere In which older women are to teach 
the younger women. This is in the practical and 
moral areas of Christian living, and is primarily done 
by example, and in a local environment (Titus 2:3-5). 
Nowhere in Scripture is the public, or large scale 
authoritative teaching by women taught or suggested. 

The failure of men to take their rightful place is one 
of the reasons that women have sought this role. In a 
world where the roles of men and women arc becom¬ 
ing more and more blurred and confused, it is 
extremely important that Christian men and women 
answer to the particular responsibilities God has 
designed for them. 

May all of us, men and women, seek our God given 
role, for that is where He is honored, and we are 
blessed (John 13:17). 
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Questions & Answers 

Should a woman teach a Sunday School 
class? 


Answer: First, as noted on page 33, we must real¬ 
ize that there is no specific instruction in Scrip lure 
concerning the operation of a Sunday School. It 
wasn’t until the S8(X)’s that Sunday School, was intro¬ 
duced into the Church, Tt was primarily used as an 
evangelistic outreach, and in many cases still is today. 
It was also to teach those children who did not come 
from Christian families. However, when we read 
Scripture we do not find such a work specifically men¬ 
tioned. It is apparently the family’s responsibility to 
teach the children (Eph, 6:4; 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14-15), 
Pod ay, many Christian parents have shifted this 
responsibility onto The local assembly. 

In most cases we have men and women teaching 
classes while ministry is being given to the older 
saints in the assembly. This decreases fheir opportu¬ 
nity to hear the needed teaching given in the assem¬ 
bly, and increases the need lor them to get together at 
other times outside the local assembly. 

If by "teaching” Sunday School we mean the telling 
of Bible stories and child evangelism, there is certain- 





ly no restriction given in Scripture (Phil, 4:3). If 
however, we are talking about one who takes tire lead¬ 
ership position of an authoritative teacher and is 
“explaining and interpreting doctrine” I believe this 
should be done by men, for two reasons. 

First, it is Biblical (1 Tim, 2:12-14), Second, the use 
of women Sunday School teachers, particularly in 
older classes, creates an impression in the minds of 
the students that the authoritative teaching of 
Scrip tine is a proper role for a woman to seek in the 
assembly. Why not project the Biblical view for chil¬ 
dren lo follow in their later life? Show them that men 
are to be the spiritual leaders in the church and family 
One could also argue that if fathers would faithfully 
teach their children at home, they themselves would 
no doubt be better prepared to teach in die Sunday 
School, and also participate in assembly Bible studies, 
ministry, and worship. 

We must remember that the Bible is the absolute stan¬ 
dard we must follow, not our past or current practices 
(1 Sam. 15:22), 


What about the good teaching J have 
already received from a woman teacher? 
Can it be wrong if I have been helped by it? 

Answer: As noted in Mackintosh’s comments on 
pg.35, tied is sovereign and uses His Word when it is 



faithfully taught and proclaimed. However, we can 
never use results as a measure of whether an activity 
is Biblical or not, “Is the activity in conformity with 
Scripture?” must be the question we ask. Throughout 
Scripture God graciously blessed despite man’s dis¬ 
obedience, but this in no way justifies our setting 
aside God’s Word and order 

Obedience to God’s Word must always be our first 
priority. 


As a woman, what role can I play in teach" 
ing the Scriptures? 

Answer; First, as all Christians must, practice the 
truth (Titus 2:5, 8; 3:8). 

Second, there certainly is no limitation on personal 
witnessing to those individuals whom God brings into 
your life and home. There are women who are send¬ 
ing tracts and Bible teaching courses to prisoners. 
There is also freedom for sisters, older and younger, 
to get together and encourage one another in the spin¬ 
itial and practical areas of life. Them is also the very 
important ministry of prayer. The prophetess Anna 
spent her life in this occupation (Luke 2:37). 

This brings us to perhaps the woman’s most important 
role, that of supporting the men in the assembly, and if 
married, their husbands. We very much underestimate 






the importance of this role. Men need the support and 
encouragement of die women. For example, how can 
an elder, or husband show hospitality without the sup¬ 
port of his wife (Tit. 1:8; 1 Tim.3:2)? How can a 
husband spend time in study if his wife does not carry 
out the many duties required to operate an orderly 
home? How can the husband stand up to the peer 
pressure of the outside world without the prayer and 
encouragement of his wife? Mow could ihe assembly 
carry out many of its ministries if it were not for the 
Support of the women? 

What we really see, if we care to, is that there are 
many ways in which a woman can be used of God. 
The point is whether one accepts the role which an 
infinitely wise God has ordained for him or her. 

It is God’s principle to cxalL those who humbly sub¬ 
mit to His will (Phil. 2:5-11). 1 believe many humble 
and faithful sisters who labor in silence will be 
rewarded far beyond many other men and women 
who often have the public's eye (1 Pet. 3:4). 


Isn’t everyone to be ready to defend the 
truth? (1 Peter 3:15) 

Answer; Tills verse is found in an epistle dealing 
with suffering (3:13-14). In this context, each one 
who suffers for righteousness* sake, should be pre¬ 
pared to give an answer, or defense, lor “the hope that. 
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is it) you, with meekness and fear” Here Peter is talk¬ 
ing about explaining to one “who asks us," why we 
have such a hope in light of our suffering. Here again 
is a case where our actions complement the truth* It is 
certainly not a public, Or even private meeting 
arranged for authoritatively teaching God’s Word that 
is in view here. It is personal witnessing, which every 
child of God is encouraged to do. 
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